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Verb patterns 
 

 

Some verbs are followed by an infinitive, others by a gerund. You will find some 

of them explained here.  

 

1. verb + infinitive with to 

 

be able 
He wasn’t able to tell me the difference between a 

camel and a dromedary. 

seek 
I sought to contact him in his holiday home on Mars, 

but to no avail. 

try I tried to talk to her, but couldn’t find her. 

attempt 
We attempted to break the world record, but failed 

miserably. 

be prepared 
You always have to be prepared to deal with the 

worst. 

remember 
[spoken with a pinched nose:] Will you please 

remember to flush the toilet next time? 

forget Shoot, we all forgot to let the cat out of the bag again. 

stop 
On his nocturnal jog, the vampire stopped to drink 

the blood of an innocent passer-by. 

 

2. verb + gerund 

 

try I tried talking to her, but she wouldn’t listen. 

enjoy We enjoyed walking in the garden together. 

risk 
With his smoking habit, he risked dying at a young 

age. 

remember 
I remember talking to him, but not what he looked 

like. 

forget I have forgotten talking to him. 

finished 
He finished doing his homework, and went to the 

cinema. 

avoid 
You must avoid looking Mr V in the eye. His looks 

can kill. 

keep I kept telling myself it was a bad dream. 

admit to 
He admitted to stealing the Picasso painting from 

the museum. 

stop  

The vampire stopped drinking the blood of an 

innocent passer-by, because he noticed someone with 

a much more delicious neckline. 
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3. verb + gerund or infinitive (same meaning) 

 

prefer We prefer going/to go home now. 

start He started crying/to cry when he heard the news. 

begin He began crying/to cry when he heard the news. 

 

 

4. verb + object + infinitive with to 

 

allow 
They allowed me to visit the open day during school 

hours. 

forbid I forbid you to see that boy again! 

invite We’d like to invite you to stay at our holiday home. 

tell Don’t tell me what to do. 

want I want you to listen to me. 

let (infinitive without 

to) 
We can’t let you go to a nightclub at your age. 

 

 

 


